ABSTRACT: When a thesis is defended it moves to the condition of scientific literature, serving as a source of knowledge to other authors, thus, playing their role in the construction process and scientific development. The purpose of this study was to find evidences to allow assessing the degree of dissemination of doctoral theses in Accounting (defended in Brazil up to 12/31/2006), in the production of new knowledge. An empirical-analytical approach was used by employing bibliographic and documental research, as well as bibliometric analysis. References to doctoral theses of all articles in proceedings of USP Controllership and Accounting Conferences from 2001 to 2007 were analyzed and catalogued. Most referenced theses belong to the 90s, suggesting that a study cannot be automatically considered old or old-fashioned. Findings show a low number of quotes of theses in general (on average, 2.62% of total citations of all research materials).
A thesis represents the cornerstone of a doctoral program (BOWEN, 2004) . Its conclusion, consequent defense and acceptance are closely associated with bestowing the doctoral degree. It represents and expresses acquired skills and the author's knowledge for research development, the researcher's expertise in a certain area of study and the original contribution to the field of knowledge. Appropriate rigor must be demonstrated in the development of a scientific investigation, literature review, application of appropriate methods and empirical analyses, as well as the defense, result analysis and implication under detailed examination of a committee of experts (BOWEN, 2004) . When a thesis is defended, it moves to the condition of scientific literature, serving as a source of knowledge to other scholars. Its importance is that new ideas and findings are not limited to their holders only, they are widely disseminated, playing, so, the role assigned to them in the construction and development of science (CUNHA, 2007) .
In this case, this paper is guided by the following question: to what extent are
Accounting doctoral theses being cited by other scientific papers?
The purpose of this study is to find evidence that will allow assessing the degree of dissemination of Accounting doctoral theses, in the generation of new knowledge. In order to reach this goal, an empirical-analytical approach is adopted by employing bibliographic and documental research, as well as bibliometric analysis. Under this perspective, this research is warranted, given the importance of scientific publication in both Brazilian and international context. This is one of the parameters used by Capes when evaluating graduate programs and contribution of scholars to scientific advance, focusing on publishing records. According to A BBR, Vitória, v. 7, n.3, Art. 3, p .45 -63, sept -dec. 2010 www.bbronline.com.br Okubo (1997) , the essence of scientific research is the generation of knowledge, with scientific literature being its expression. Publishing the results of a study is mandatory for scholars, and being cited is a fundamental reason. The new knowledge has to be transformed into information that is made available to the academic community, serving to bring researchers up to date (OKUBO, 1997) . Rey (1978, p. 4) highlights that "production of scientific information and its communication form part of a complex system, which operation is essential to the development of scientific knowledge." 
THEORETICAL PLATFORMS

Number of patent quotations
It measures the impact of technology.
As a science and technology indicator. It is a form of describing the state-of-theart, in other words, what has already been done in similar fields related to innovation and significance of proposed invention.
Issues related to the reasons that have led to quoting a certain patent not related to its scientific importance.
CHART 2: MAIN BIBLIOMETRIC INDICATORS
Source: based on Okubo (1997, p. 24-27) These laws were defined as follows: (1) Lotka's Law, or Reverse Square Law, points out to the measurement of authors' productivity, through a size-frequency distribution model of several authors analyzed in a set of documents; (2) Zipf's Law, also known as the Law of Minimum Effort, consists of measuring the appearance frequency of words in several texts, generating an ordered list of terms of a certain discipline or subject; (3) Bradford's Law, or Law of Scattering, through measuring productivity of journals, establishes the core and scattering areas over a certain subject in the same set of journals (TAGUE-SUTCLIFFE, 1992 Studies using bibliometrics in distinct area of knowledge are frequent. Bricker (1989) , Chung et al. (1992) , Shields (1997) , Riccio et al. (1999) , Frezatti and Borba (2000) , Martins e
Moriki ( Bricker (1989) inferred a disciplinary research structure by using cluster and content analysis. Data used in the research were the main articles and bibliographies of six (6) accounting journals in the period from 1983 to 1986. 428 articles and 10,938 quotations were analyzed. Most quotations were relatively recent, suggesting that Accounting, as well as basic sciences, tries to accumulate knowledge. Only about 3% of the quotations referred to documents published before 1950; over 90% of them were documents published after 1959, being that 82% after 1969.
The study showed that some accounting research areas are relatively well integrated, among them, "Financial," encompassing "Positive Accounting" research, "Market Based" and "Time Series." A low degree of integration was found in "Bankruptcy Forecast" and "Result
Theory." Some areas became isolated from a main structure, such as, for example, "Taxes"
and "Academic Accounting Studies." It was verified, further, that studied accounting journals varied in the magnitude of covered topics. Articles from the Journal of Accounting Research and The Accounting Review were represented in a large number of groups, whereas articles from Accounting, Organizations and Society and the Journal of Accounting and Economics were more specialized. Chung et al. (1992) examined whether there was any irregularity in publication patterns among accounting researchers. Results revealed strong bibliometric regularity in accounting literature. They verified, among other things, that the origin of the most productive authors' doctoral degree was concentrated in seven American programs that, altogether, conferred degrees to over one-third (1/3) of the most productive academicians, indicating strong institutional dominance and evidencing that these programs provided a favorable educational environment to scholarly production. Current affiliation of the most productive scholars, in turn, showed to be less concentrated. These seven universities that conferred degrees to the most productive authors in the past, now concentrated only eight of the 102 most productive contributors. The prevailing authorship form was of two authors (53%), and the most used data collection method (27%) was models and applications. Empirical nature papers, directly related to some sector, represented 62% of the total. With respect to bibliography, 64% of quotations referred to books and 56% were of international origin.
Santana (2004) But, there is still a long path to go. Measuring the effects of production in Accounting is a task that is just beginning and should gather the attention of accounting scientists in the next decades. It is correct to assume that, if graduate programs have been multiplying in the past years, it will certainly positively influence research in this area. The effect of education is expected to be observed by others than the degree-holders. Mainly, when it is analyzed from the standpoint that if benefits only had an effect on the individual who receives them, there would be few reasons for public concerns with education dissemination expenses.
METHODOLOGICAL APPROACHES
According to the purposes of this study, we adopted an empirical-analytical approach by employing bibliographic and documental research to generate the theoretical table and bibliometric analysis for selected indicators. Bibliometric analysis was used to measure dissemination of science, specifically researches produced by Brazilian Accounting doctoral degree holders. The purpose of bibliometric techniques is to measure scientific and technological research production (OKUBO, 1997). The number of times they were referenced in papers presented in the 7 years of USP Controllership and Accounting (2001) (2002) (2003) (2004) (2005) (2006) (2007) was used as a basis, according to Macias-Chapula (1998) classification. This event is ranked by Capes Qualis system as "National event A."
Conference
All references of articles contained in proceedings were surveyed and analyzed, seeking to identify and highlight doctoral theses presented at the Accounting Graduate
Program of FEA/USP. In this analysis, as well as in others of same nature, reference is understood not as the quotation over the text, but rather its insertion in the reference section, or any other name or expression by which it is called (MARTINS and MORIKI, 2003; CALDAS and TINOCO, 2004) . (Table 1) . Since references to Accounting theses account for the great majority of quoted thesis, a possible explanation to such shy figures could be the fact that in order o consult them, physical access to FEA/USP library would be necessary, because, less than 10% of them are available in the digital library of theses and dissertations maintained by the University of São
ANALYSIS OF RESULTS
Paulo. Other explanations could be limitations of article authors and a suspicion concerning the low contribution that these sources would give to the articles ( Evaluation of articles distributed across several topics presents some remarks. In the first two years of the event, topics covered 5 categories, 3 of which were rephrased and renamed as of the third year. In 2007 emerging topics division no longer existed and actuarial division was inserted. It is perceived ( Table 3) 
CONCLUSION
Findings can be considered relevant and representative of references to accounting theses from FEA/USP, within the established time-frame for this study (up to 2006) . This is due to the fact that USP Accounting and Controllership Conference is the largest and most qualified Brazilian event in this area, since its creation in 2001.
In order to reach the proposed goal of finding evidence that allow evaluating the degree of dissemination of doctoral theses in Accounting in the production of new knowledge, all the 14,493 references listed in the 700 articles in event proceedings, in its 7 years of existence were consulted. It was verified that of the 165 theses presented up to 2006, less than one half was referenced in some of the analyzed articles.
Of those, the bulk was presented in 2000. However, when the number of quotations per decade is assessed, it is perceived that in the 1970s, the 2 referenced theses had, on average, 9 references each, the highest average observed in all analyzed periods. was observed that the most referenced thesis in the period belongs to the 1990s, which leads us to conclude that a research cannot be automatically considered old or old-fashioned; because this thesis was the most quoted in events occurred in 2001, 2002, 2003, and 2004 and shared the first place in 2007.
The low number of quotations to theses in general was also perceived. They account for, on average, 2.62% of total quotations to all research materials. However, when the analysis focuses on existing relation between the total number of referenced theses and theses generated at FEA/USP, it is verified that they are very significant. On average, 60% of quotations to theses are those covered by this research, namely, doctoral degrees in Accounting. A firm evidence, that cannot be disregarded, is that the authors, even though timidly, have been searching other areas of knowledge to support their studies.
It becomes necessary to highlight that many doctoral theses are transformed into books and/or articles after their presentation. Thus, a suggestion for continuing this research would be surveying which of these theses have been published in a book or article form, so that a new analysis could be developed aiming at the dissemination of knowledge generated by them.
Efforts to disclosure characteristics of Accounting scholars have been constant and growing. This paper represents one of them. However, new incursions are required, because, as known, scholarly research represents the basis for scientific development.
